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Christmas Carols Light Up Llangunllo!
Photos by Michael Brown, Charles Kightly & Debbie Jones

A de-light-ful display! St. Cynllo’s lighting the way 

Aurora lighting up the skyAurora vs the village 

Th e Aurora & stars of Th e Plough constellation           

Lots of happy faces ready to sing!All lit-up. Th e centre of the village.

Th e Musicians Children ready & waiting

Rev. Rachael leads the carols 

Everyone was in fi ne voice!

Carols for the Community at Whitton Wellies and Woollies at Pilleth
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Update “The Village Shop/PO 
Past and Present.”

The next article in the series will be in the March edition 
of The Radnor and will feature Whitton. Accounts of the 
Village Shop/PO in Evanjobb, Knucklas, Felindre and 
Norton to follow over the Spring and Summer months.
If anyone has information of a past shop/PO in Cascob, 
Colva and Llanfihangle Nant Melan, please do let me 
know so they can also be included in the series. With 
thanks.
Isabel Morris, 01547 550689 / mramorris@btconnect.com

Christmas Carols Light Up Llangunllo!
When the 1st of December rolls around each year, lots of multi-coloured Christmas lights gradually spread their twinkling 
jollity around the village, as we welcome another opportunity to ‘Light Up Llangunllo’ for the festive season. There’s 
always an air of anticipation, looking for any new additions and creations to brighten up the cold, Winter evenings, and 
they didn’t disappoint. However, just as we had seen in 2024, we were treated to the return of the Aurora Borealis during 
the evening of January 1st. It was visible throughout many parts of the UK, once again, and brought its own ethereal light-
up show over Llangunllo, a beautiful addition to start the New Year!
Another Llangunllo festive tradition is the annual ‘Christmas Carols Around The Tree,’ which takes place in the centre 
of the village. On Sunday, December 15th at 6.30pm, on a cool, but mostly clear evening, a sizeable crowd of all ages 
gathered outside The Greyhound Inn. Mulled wine and mince pies were served, before Rev. Rachael Storer jovially led 
proceedings, throughout a mixture of traditional Carols and jolly Christmas songs. The audience, in fine voice, their 
singing echoing around the valley, were accompanied on guitars played by Paul Hardware and Trevor and Debbie Jones, 
as the village Christmas Tree and decorations added their own sparkle and shine to the atmosphere. A most enjoyable 
occasion, as always, easing everyone into the spirit of Christmas.

Debbie Jones

Christmas News from Whitton
Carols for the Community
This was held on Sunday 15th December and featured 
Knighton Town Silver band. The band opened the 
afternoon with a varied selection of Christmas music as 
the audience were settling down, they then led the singing 
of three Christmas Carols before playing another musical 
selection. The audience then sang another three Carols 
before a final Christmas musical collection. 
The audience of around fifty thoroughly appreciated the 
quality of the music played by the band and Jim Walbran 
thanked all the participants for a wonderful afternoon 
to set the scene for Christmas. This was followed by 
seasonal refreshments and the afternoon raised £170 for 
Shelter Cymru to help support the homeless in Wales over 
Christmas.

Annual Christmas Whist Drive
This took place on its customary date of December 23rd, 
when eight tables played. The MC was Philip Watkins, 
and the players came from a wide area. There was a good 
selection of prizes and the usual raffle to raise funds for St 
David’s Church.

Christmas Day Service
Whitton was fortunate in being able to hold a service 
of Morning Worship on Christmas morning, which 
was ably led by Jim Walbran. The congregation was not 
large, but included worshippers from other parishes. We 
unfortunately did not have an organist, but with some 
good choral voices in the congregation we sang four carols 
unaccompanied which was very moving. Some time was 
spent in fellowship after the service before people headed 
home to carry on the Christmas festivities.

Pilleth Christmas News
Wellies and Woollies
The ritual that is “Wellies and Woollies” took place in 
St. Mary’s Church, Pilleth on Friday evening the 6th 
December. The evening was led for the first time by Revd. 
Rachael and music was provided once again by the Radnor 
Valley band. The evening of Carols was interspersed with 
both Biblical Christmas readings and other seasonal 
poems and renditions. There was a very good attendance, 
including many who had never visited Pilleth before. 
Peter Hood thanked all those who had helped to decorate 
and light the Church and to everyone who had supplied 
refreshments which were much enjoyed afterwards. 

Happy Birthday
Fred Lewis 

Birthday Greetings for a Special Day!  
(90 years old)
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Dear Friends,
Th e celebration of Christmas is now a distant memory for us all. We have had our carol services, 
our fi ll of Christmas goodies and celebrated the birth of Jesus on Christmas day and packed 
away all the Christmas decorations back in the attic, cupboard or garage for another year. We 
have remembered the Epiphany, when the three kings aft er following a star in the heavens, 
knelt before Jesus in Bethlehem, presenting those strange gift s to him, of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. We have revisited the events of Jesus’ baptism in the river Jordan, where God 
declared him as his own, this is my son, with him I am well pleased. And we have seemingly 
trudged through January, a month that really seems to drag on and on, the days cold and damp 
and the evenings never ending. But there is a bright light if we care to lift  up our heads and 
see, guiding us to the last hoorah of the Christmas season, Candlemas, celebrated on the 2nd 
February this year. A celebration of Jesus being presented at the temple in Jerusalem when he 
was forty days old, and the church candles to be used through the coming year are blessed. And then we enter a quiet time 
in the church calendar where we prepare ourselves for Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Easter, staring on Wednesday the 5th 
of March this year.
Let us confi dently look to the months ahead, knowing that we have the light of God to guide us and that even in our 
darkest moments that we will experience, he will be walking with us and that we are never alone. May you all walk in his 
light and know his grace and love always.
Blessings, Rev Rach

A Letter from the Vicar’s Study

About the Cover - Feeding the 5,000
Five loaves and two fi sh is all it took for Jesus to feed 5,000 men, not counting women and children. He had been teaching 
this great crowd out in the countryside when the shadows lengthened and his disciples knew the crowd would soon have 
a long walk home on empty stomachs. But one young boy off ered what he had. Jesus blessed that simple off ering, and 
the disciples distributed it. When everyone had eaten their fi ll, they collected twelve baskets of scraps! Th is much-loved 
miracle shows us Jesus’s care for our physical and spiritual needs, AND the generosity of one small boy! Read the whole 
story in John 6.1-14. 

Th e stained glass is from Rhossili Church on Gower. Its dedication reads “In loving memory of Rev William Scudamore, 
Rector of Rhossili 1920-1954 and his wife Margaret.”

Photo and article by Laura Woodside-Jones

Radnor Magazine Pricing
£15.00 per year (10 issues).         £1.50 for individual copies.
Please pay subscriptions to your distributor. Th ank you very much for your custom. 
If you have any comments or suggestions please email Rosemary at radnoreditor@outlook.com

Radnor Magazine Advertising
Th e new email for all advertising enquires in the Radnor has been updated to: radnoradvertisingmanager@outlook.com

Th ank you to those who have placed an advert in the magazine in 2024, as without the revenue from our advertisers the 
magazine couldn’t be in the format that it currently is in.

Th ank you for those of you who have paid your subscription for June 2024 - June 2025, and a polite reminder to those of 
you who haven’t yet paid, can you please do so by the end of February. 

Due to the increase of printing costs the cost of placing an advert has been increased by 12.5% for June 2025 - June 2026 
subscriptions.  Small £45        Medium £90        Large £135

BACS details for payment: Account Name: ERMA  Sort Code: 30-97-77
Account number: 22192560 Reference: your company name

Rev Rachael Storer
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East Radnor Ministry Area Contacts
Clergy:

Vacant 
The Vicarage, Church Street, Knighton, LD7 1AG ..................................................................................................................................................................................................01547 529 254

Rev’d Rachael Storer ..............................................................................................................rachaelstorer@cinw.org.uk ..............................................................................................01544 350 760 
The Rectory, School Lane, New Radnor LD8 2SS            Thursday is Rachael’s day off.

Retired Clergy: Rev’d John Hanna ............................................................rojo.hanna@outlook.com .................................................................................................01547 529 296

Reader: Christine Gould ...............................................................................................philandchrisgould@gmail.com ..............................................................................01544 350 437

Church Contacts:
Beguildy .....................................................................................Phill George .................................................pgeorge007@hotmail.co.uk .............................................................07772 334 628
Bleddfa .........................................................................................Graham George ....................................grahamgeorge6958@gmail.com ..............................................01547 550 208
Heyope/Knucklas ..................................................Robert Forbath ......................................robertcforbath@gmail.com ...............................................................01547 528 232
Llangunllo ............................................................................. Isabel Morris ................................................mramorris@btconnect.com ..............................................................01547 550 689
Cascob ..........................................................................................Norma Olds ..................................................normaolds@btinternet.com .............................................................01547 560 312
Knighton .................................................................................Sally Rawlings ...........................................sally@daveandsally.co.uk ........................................................................07811 209 959
Norton .........................................................................................TBC ............................................................................TBC .................................................................................................................................................................................... TBC
Pilleth .............................................................................................Peter Hood .....................................................pilleth.hoods29@gmail.com .........................................................  01547 560 272
Whitton ....................................................................................Colin Pugh .....................................................colin@cwmwhitton.co.uk ....................................................................01547 560 209
Colva ................................................................................................Dorothy Rogers .........................................................................................................................................................................................................01544 370 332
Evancoyd ..................................................................................Nigel Waters .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................01547 560 176
Gladestry .................................................................................. Jess Squires ......................................................ninktapinka@hotmail.com ........................................................................................................................

Llanfihangel Nant Melan .........................Amanda Giordano...........................giordano.amanda@gmail.com .....................................................07748 591 162
New Radnor ......................................................................Michael Capstick................................micstick1@gmail.com ..................................................................................01544 350 352

Ministry Area Warden: Colin Pugh ....................................................colin@cwmwhitton.co.uk ................................................................................................01547 560 209

Ministry Area Administrator: Danica Gulliver ...........danicagulliver@churchinwales.org.uk ..............................................................................................................

Bells Knighton & New Radnor:  
Tim Hollinghurst ........................................................................................................................timhollinghurst@hotmail.com ...............................................................................01547 560 265

Churches Together Rep:  
Rosemary Hanna ...........................................................................................................................rojo.hanna@outlook.com .................................................................................................01547 529 296

Advertising Manager: 
Danica Gulliver ................................................................................................................................radnoradvertisingmanager@outlook.com ................................................................................................

Editor. Please send all items for The Radnor to: 
Rosemary Hanna ...........................................................................................................................radnoreditor@outlook.com .........................................................................................01547 529 296

Website: www.beaconhillbenefice.org.uk Facebook: East Radnor Ministry Area
General Index on page 7 Advertisers’ Index on page 7

The Radnor is produced in Adobe InDesign. The text font is Garamond Premier Pro; titles are Avenir. 

The Radnor is designed and printed by Craven Design and Print Ltd.
Unit 1, Craven Arms Business Park, Craven Arms, Shropshire SY7 8NR 
Tel: 01588 673972 info@cravendesignandprint.co.uk

Article Deadline
The deadline for the March 2025 edition is 15th February.  Please send all items for The Radnor to radnoreditor@outlook.com
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Flowers 
for all

occasions
Karon Duggan

Instagram: unique_floral_touch
Facebook: Uinque Floral Touch

01547 550 635 - 07854 950 478

Painter & Decorator
Est 1993

Douglas Preece

Tel: 01544 267713
(Evenings)

Mobile: 07773 659107

Qualified fitters of EPMD/
single ply rubber roofing for

flat roofs, shallow pitch
roofs, gutter linings,
extensions, repairs.

Call Matthew Price
01544 350 852 or

Mob 07766 562 634

CHRIS SHURMER 
Building, Maintenance,

Renovation & Restoration
Free Estimates

D.I.Y. help, advice or rescue
20 years experience
Honest and reliable

Material re-use where possible

Tel: 07989 983 693
chrisshurmerbuilder@yahoo.co.uk
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Advertising Rates
Small: ...............6cm Square ............................................................................................................. £45

Medium: ....9.2cm x 8.5cm (WxH) ............................................................................. £90

Large: ...............12.5cm x 8.5cm (WxH)  ..................................................................  £135 
.........................................or 9.2cm x 130cm (WxH)

Index Of Advertisers
Accommodation ....................................................................................................................8, 26, 41
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Architect ..........................................................................................................................................23, 40, 41
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Muay Thai ..................................................................................................................................................................... 9
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Physiotherapy.....................................................................................................................................................32 
Picture Framing..............................................................................................................................................14
Pizza .....................................................................................................................................................................................14
Plastering ....................................................................................................................................................................33
Plumbing .....................................................................................................................................................................35
Podiatrist ......................................................................................................................................................................... 9
Pullets ................................................................................................................................................................................40
Roofing ..................................................................................................................................................................6, 35
Shop ...........................................................................................................................8, 9, 14, 26, 33, 41
Solicitor .........................................................................................................................................................................40
Stonemason .............................................................................................................................................22, 33
Stoves & Fireplaces ....................................................................................................................15, 41
Taxi ........................................................................................................................................................................................40
Tree Surgeon ...............................................................................................................................................9, 32
TV Engineer ........................................................................... 32
Upholstering ........................................................................................................................................................33
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Oak Tree 
Funeral Services
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

With Chapels of Rest at 
Kington & Leominster Cemeteries

24 Hour Contact 
Tel: 

01544 327 829

www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk

House Furnishing  
and Footwear
10-11 High Street

Kington
Herefordshire HR5 3AX

Tel: 01544 230263

The Castle Inn BnB, Knucklas
Thai & English Cuisine

Accommodation available 7 days a week 
6 well-presented ensuite rooms

Licenced restaurant and bar

Open to non-residents Friday + Saturday nights 
6pm to 10pm from April 2025

Home cooked food & excellent homemade pies 
We cater for vegetarian & vegan (diets)

Function room available for private parties etc 
Takeaway service also available

Free Wi-Fi, large car park at the rear, pet friendly

For more info contact: 01547 528150/07474993699 
castleinnknucklas@hotmail.com 

www.castleinnknucklas.com
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CWMWHITTON POTATOES

Top quality eating potatoes
And seed potatoes

Large or small quantities
supplied

Tel: Whitton 01547 560209

BUCKNELL NURSERIES
The Timber Yard, Bucknell, SY7 0EL

01547 530606
01547 530207

Fencing & Firewood
Trees & Hedging plants

Fruit trees
Tree stakes, ties, guards
Tree compost & fertiliser

Logs

Alan Jones Tree Surgery
Specialist Tree Care

All aspects of tree work undertaken
Fully insured and NPTC Qualifi ed

For a Professional service at
COMPETITIVE PRICES Call Alan

Tel: 01544 260448
Mobile: 07817 066316

alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
alanjonestreesurgery.com

FARM & GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Fencing & Gardening
Hedge Trimming

Grass Cutting & Strimming
Chain Saw Work

Tree Planting
David Eaton

01544 230600

Fruit Tree
Pruning

From one branch to an
entire orchard

Tel: 01544 260656
apjervis@myphone.coop

Organic veg, fruit, groceries 
& fl owers, refi lls

Old Garage Shop Knighton
Wednesday - Saturday

Veg. bags delivered weekly
Presteigne, Knighton 

& Beguildy
Mick & Alice 

www.rhosorganic.co.uk

PODIATRIST
SALLY BRIGHT

DPodM MRCPod
HCPC registered - CH07669

Practising at
26 Station Road,
Knighton LD7 1DT
Mondays and Th ursdays

TEL: 07896 865 562

Chimney Sweep
Open fi res,

woodburners
etc

Contact Nick on:
01544 230194

or
07867 665883



10 Th e Radnor

Dates For Your Diary
January
31 ........Film: Back to Black ................................Knighton Comm .............24

February
2 ...... Quiz Night .............................................Th e Hub .............................47

4 ...... Talk: Heart of Wales Line ....................Whitton Comm Hall ......18

4 ...... Talk: National Energy Action ........... Knighton Comm .............36

8 ...... Come Sing: Th e Armed Man .............St Edward’s Knighton .....48

8 ...... Music in New Radnor ..........................New Radnor Comm........34

10 .... TVGC Talk: Shade Loving Plants ....Knucklas Comm ..............24

11 .... Coff ee Morning .....................................Knighton Comm .............36

13 .... Coff ee Morning .....................................Whitton Comm Hall ......34

14 .... Film: Fly Me To Th e Moon ...................Knighton Comm .............24

15 .... Coff ee Morning .....................................Knighton Church Hall ...17

15 .... Film: Th e Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare ...............................25

15 .... Film: Smokey & Th e Bandit .............. Llangunllo Comm ...........30

16 .... Chinese New Year Festival ..................Knighton Comm .............34

18 .... Women’s Hour Walk ............................Knighton Comm .............36

20 .... Whist Drive ............................................Knighton Comm .............25

21 .... Bingo Night ............................................Knighton Comm .............30

22 .... Community Market .............................Knighton Comm .............30

23 .... Knighton & District Concert ..............St Edward’s Knighton .....34

25 .... Talk: Power & People ............................Th e Hub .............................25

25 .... Talk: Author Linda Porter ...................Knighton Comm .............36

26 .... Women’s Eve Sound Bath ....................Kmighton Comm ............36

28 .... Film: How To Make Millions Before Grandma Dies .....................24

March
1 ...... St David’s Whist Drive .........................Felindre Village Hall .......47

2 ...... St David’s Celebrations ........................Colva ..................................48

2 ...... St David’s Day Celebration .................Knighton Comm .............30

4 ...... Talk: Floristry .........................................Whitton Comm Hall ......18

11 .... Coff ee Morning .....................................Whitton Comm Hall ......34

15 .... Film: Hidden ..........................................Everest Hall .......................25

15 .... ReSource Day Retreat ..........................Llandrindod Wells ...........47

20 .... Whist Drive ............................................Knighton Comm .............25

21 .... Bingo Night ............................................Knighton Comm .............30

22 .... Community Market .............................Knighton Comm .............30

For Church Services please see the back pages.

Monthly Events
2nd Mon..................Teme Valley Gardeners’ Group ........................................................................

1st Tues .....................Stowe & Stanage WI ..............Th e Comm ...................................................

1st Tues .....................Old Radnor WI .............................Walton Village Hall .........................

1st Tues .....................Whitton WI.......................................Whitton Comm Hall ....................

3rd Tues ....................Gladestry WI ....................................Village Hall ..................................................

3rd Tues ....................Hear to Help Clinic .................Th e Comm ...........................................27

Last Tues..................Cerdu Carers Group ...............Th e Comm ...................................................

1st/3rd Wed .......Braken Trust .......................................Th e Comm ...................................................

1st Wed .....................Singing Group .................................Llangunllo Village Hall ......27

1st Wed .....................Tref y Clawdd WI .......................St Edward’s Church Hall...........

2nd Wed ..................Book & Jigsaw Swap ...............Walton Hall ........................................27

4th Wed ....................Hear to Help Clinic .................Presteigne ...............................................27

1st Fri ...........................Llanfair Waterdine WI ........Everest Hall .................................................

2nd/4th Fri ..........Mind Friday Group ..................Th e Comm ...................................................

2nd/4th Sat .........Community Market ................Th e Comm ...................................................

4th Sat .........................Lego Club ..............................................Knighton Library ........................27

Weekly Events
Mondays ..................Lunch Club .........................................Knighton Methodist...............27

Mondays ..................Family Centre...................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Mondays ..................Pop In Cafe ..........................................Gladestry .................................................21

Mondays ..................Welsh - Advanced .......................Th e Comm ...................................................

Mondays ..................Army Cadets ......................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Tuesdays ...................Community Cafe Hub ........Th e Comm ...................................................

Tuesdays ...................Women’s Hour ................................Th e Comm ...........................................36

Tuesdays ...................Citizens Advice ..............................Th e Comm ...........................................27

Wednesday ............Art Classes ............................................Th e Hub ...........................................................

Wednesday ............Pilates...........................................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Wednesday ............Youth Club (Termtime) .....Th e Comm ...................................................

Wednesday ............Zumba ........................................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Th ursdays ................Flowers for Fun ..............................Whitton Comm Hall ............25

Th ursdays ................Knighton Leg Club ..................Reynolds Room .............................36

Th ursdays ................Coff ee, Cakes, Chat .................Th e Hub ...........................................................

Th ursdays ................Table Tennis .......................................Llangunllo Village Hall ......27

Th ursdays ................Art Group .............................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Th ursdays ................Welsh - Beginner ..........................Th e Comm ...................................................

Th ursdays ................Karate ..........................................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Th ursdays ................Drop-In Eatery ...............................Th e Comm ...........................................27

Th ursdays ................Bridge Club .........................................Whitton Comm Centre ....27

Fridays .........................Bar and Food Night .................Th e Hub ...........................................................

Fridays .........................Future Family Fitness .............Th e Comm ...................................................

Fridays .........................Stay and Play ......................................Th e Comm ...................................................

Saturdays .................Cafe ................................................................Evenjobb ..........................................................
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Light Up A Life
Knighton Methodist Church was full for 
this year’s Light up a Life service, held in 
early December. It was organised by Sally 
Hall on behalf of St Michael’s Hospice. Over 
forty people came forward to light candles 
in memory of loved ones.

Christmas Eve Crib Service 
at St Edward’s, Knighton

Christmas Tree Festival
at St Edward’s, Knighton 
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Llangunllo Carol Service – “Christmas Through the Ages”
Th
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Good King Wenceslas O Christmas Tree

Into the 20th Century and 
World War 1Th e VictoriansTh e Georgians and the 

Nativity fr om St LukeTh e Tudors

Carols and O Christmas Tree Th e Coventry Carol Silent Night
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Christmas Through The Ages
At our Christmas Eve carol service in Llangunllo carols were sung, of course, and we heard the familiar and much loved 
Christmas story read from St Luke’s Gospel, but we also took a slightly diff erent approach from usual. We took a look 
at many aspects of the festive season through the ages - diff erent music, customs and food that have been part of the 
celebrations.
Th e Dark Ages were represented by Good King Wenceslas whose kind actions on the night of the Feast of Stephen (26th 
December) were acted out for us by an impromptu band of young actors, followed by us all singing the well-known carol 
that also tells the story. 
From the Tudor period our own travelling minstrels brought us the lovely Coventry Carol and the Georgian era gave us 
‘While shepherds watched their fl ocks by night.’
Queen Victoria’s husband, Prince Albert, introduced the idea of bringing the Christmas tree indoors and decorating it 
and the singing of ‘O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree’ heralded the arrival of our own tree which the children decked 
out in sparkling tinsel and baubles.
Our trip through the centuries concluded with a touching glimpse of the trenches in World War 1, with two more of our 
local musicians giving us the poignant ‘Silent Night’ – a reminder of  soldiers from both sides singing during that oft en 
recalled break in hostilities.
Th e service was followed by a jolly social time which really put us in the mood for our very own 2024 Christmas celebrations.
Many thanks to all those who attended and made our Christmas Service such a memorable occasion, particularly those 
families who brought along their younger members who helped to make it such fun! Isabel, Pam and all St Cynllo’s 
Committee would also like to thank the Friends of St Cynllo’s and everyone who has given their help and support 
throughout the year doing the many jobs that go towards keeping everything running smoothly.
Pam Livingstone-Lawn

New Radnor celebrates return of fi lm director, 65 years on!
Kevin Brownlow, the director of the 1964, breakthrough 
movie, It Happened Here, returning on 30th November to 
the main Water Street site of his shoots in New Radnor,  
commented: “Of all the many places where we went on 
location the people here were always the most welcoming.” 

Th e fi lm, fi rst shown 
at various fi lm festivals 
in 1964, portrays what 
it would have been 
like to have lived in a 
1940s Britain which 
had lost the war and was 
under Nazi occupation. 

Conceived by Brownlow in 1956, when he was only 18, 
the independent fi lm, which took eight years to complete, 
includes early scenes shot in and around New Radnor, 
including at a derelict farmhouse on Black Yatt which was 
‘blown up’ in a highly realistic battle scene. But the core of 
the New Radnor shoot involved a scene in which practically 
the whole village turned out to be ‘evacuees’ put on trucks 
from a war zone, but in which one small group left  behind are 
caught up in a shoot-out with partisans and in which all but 
one were killed. Th e survivor was none other than Pauline 
Murray, star of the fi lm, otherwise wife of Dick Jobson, New 
Radnor’s doctor for more than thirty years. 

It was Dick Jobson’s own enthusiasm as an amateur fi lm 
maker which led him to cross paths with Kevin Brownlow 
in, which in turn led to the invitation to come and shoot 
parts of the fi lm in New Radnor in 1959. Headquarters 
for the whole operation was the Jobson’s grand old house 
in Broad Street. And when Pauline was not on set she was 
busy cooking for all the fi lm crew who pitched up there. 
Th at aside, the fi lm critics are unanimous that, though 
not a professional actor, it was above all her performance 
which so forcefully captured the dilemma of what an 
ordinary person might do in circumstances not of their 
own choosing.

Th is was one of the diffi  cult issues explored by Kevin 
Brownlow in conversation with another famous fi lm maker, 
Martin Smith, at the New Radnor community centre on 
30th November. Both discussion and fi lm viewing had the 
audience of forty absolutely rapt. But arguably stealing 
the show were the three New Radnor ladies who stepped 
up to the plate to tell how they got involved as extras and 
the excitement of it all. Libby Roe, Jane Lissaman and Pat 
McGilvray were only young children in 1959, but their 
reminiscences of the event, including being dumped on 
lorries or indeed being ‘shot’, were utterly vivid.
Dr Mark Levene

Kevin Brownlow
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S H O P  L O C A L
NEW RADNOR VILLAGE SHOP

THE OLD TOWN HALL
BROAD STREET
01544 350619
Opening Times

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI 8-1 then 3-5.30
WEDS & SAT 8-1

Fresh Bread, Meat, Fish, Groceries
Fresh pies, wide range of Fruit & Veg

Free range Eggs, milk
Kindling/wood, Newspapers

Vegetarian and Gluten free products
Newspapers (Daily & Local)

Wood/ Kindling
Alcohol.

You will be surprised what we stock,
call in and see

The Radnorshire Arms
Beguildy LD7 1YE
01547 510634

Open Lunch, Dinner, Drinks
Closed Mondays except Bank Holidays

radnorshirearmsbeguildy@gmail.com
radnorshirearmsbeg.wix.com/radnorshirearms
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P.G Timber Ltd
Kiln Dried Firewood

with Woodsure
Accreditation!!

Our wood has a low moisture content, 
ensuring a clean burn with a high heat 
output and low emissions. Delivered 

loads on a transit tipper or nets 
available outside our gates 24/7

Call Pam for prices on 
01544 260339 / 07974 954526

Kiln dried hardwood logs
Loose or bagged loads offering  
excellent heat output, cleaner  
burning, and value for money
Contact Johnny Rowlands on  

07815 189 616
www.theclunlogcompany.co.uk
logs@theclunlogcompany.co.uk

Chimney sweep and  
wood burning stove 

installer.
Chimneys swept using our 

 rotary power sweep.
Wood burning stoves  
installed and serviced.

Clearview Chimneys
Contact Michael Oliver

01588 640 910 or
07909 834 223

info@clearviewchimneys.co.uk

Knucklas Community Hall
Come and see our bright modern hall!

- meetings & events: seating for 100;

- projector; full sound

- committee room: seats 12+

- dinners: seating for 80; full modern 
  kitchen; licensed

- clubs & societies: large hall; tables; 
  soft chairs

Details - knucklascommcentre.org.uk 
or call 01547 529 007

Llangunllo Community Hall
Available for use by  

community groups and private hire

Seats 80-100, fully fitted kitchen

Curtained stage, overhead projector & screen

Large conservatory, disabled access & toilets

Grassed and gated area, 
suitable for outdoor events

For bookings please contact… 
Karen Edgar - 07811 172 767   

communityhall@llangunllo.co.uk

Current Annual 
Advertisement Rates

S - Small £45 
M - Medium £90 

L - Large £135
Place your advert here

contact 
radnoreditor@outlook.com
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Looking back on Felindre WI
Our Institute really began in Beguildy on August 1st 1927 
with a membership of 30-40. Owing to the black-out and 
diffi  culty in getting speakers during the war years, attendance 
dwindled and it was decided on October 3rd 1941 to suspend 
meetings during the winter. In fact meetings were not resumed 
until October 1947. By this time there was more interest in the 
Felindre area than at Beguildy, so it was re-opened as Felindre 
WI, supporting the Community and going from strength to 
strength in all aspects of WI. 

We were very involved with the Field Name Survey during 
1969/70. One of our members Mrs JAP Th omas, who was 
Chairman of the Organising Committee for the survey, had the 
honour of receiving the Prince of Wales Countryside Award 
from H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. Mrs Th omas was on the 
National Agriculture and Produce Sub-Committee.

We were a lively WI with a netball and a rounders team also 
competing in Federation events. We were proud that one of our 
members became County Federation Chairman.

Fast forward to the second millennium, still very active competing in short 
mat bowls and new age curling events with other WIs within the County.
vWe experienced much success in the County Show and on several occasions 
represented the County in the WI Rose Bowl Competition at the Royal 
Welsh Show, winning on one occasion.

During the ‘noughties’ Felindre WI produced another Federation County 
Chairman, who was also Vice-Chair of the Wales Federation. We continued 
to support all County Events, Campaigns and fund raisers. Th ree of our 
members sang in the Federation Choir, entertaining and fund raising locally.

Numbers started to dwindle through no fault of our own despite having 
membership campaigns, targeting every household, and holding Open 
Evenings which were well attended but still no members. Th e ladies were 
very happy to support us for functions but didn’t want to join. Th e younger 
ladies of the community did open up a WI of their own in the upper Teme 
Valley but sadly it didn’t last. Covid didn’t help but the offi  cers were wonderful in keeping in touch with members.

Rebe Brick

The Late Rhona Barnett – Felindre WI
It was just a month aft er the offi  cial closing of our WI when members heard 
the news that they were all dreading – the passing of our Secretary and 
Treasurer Rhona Barnett. It was a very sad day; she faced her illness with 
courage and dignity.

Rhona was an incredible lady - wife, mother, friend and WI member who 
will be greatly missed in the community and further afi eld.

She was an accomplished horsewoman and needlewoman – it was Rhona 
who made the patchwork cushion for the winning display when Felindre 
represented Powys-Radnor WI Federation at the Royal Welsh Show in 2011.

Over the years we have shared and savoured many memories with Rhona, 
she had a very dry wit. Th ese we shall keep close in our hearts in the future.
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Knighton News
Presentation
Archdeacon Alan Jevons, together with Rev. Rachael Storer, held a short service in church to welcome back Rev. Petra 
Goodband to receive a gift from our ministry area members. The beautiful silk stole with exquisite embroidery, designed 
and worked by Mrs Rene Morris, was presented to Petra by Mrs Morris, who explained where her inspiration came from 
for the design. Rev. Petra thanked all for such a precious gift that will be treasured and worn on Christmas Day for the 
first time. Refreshments and lots of chat followed, with time for all to admire the stole before wishing Petra and John all 
the best in their new home.

Coffee Morning
Our next get together will be on 15th February in the Church Hall at 10am to midday. Why not bring an item along 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day (Feb 14th)? There will be a prize for the best treasure. If you have items for one of our stalls, 
please bring them along or phone Jean (528260) to arrange collection. All funds for maintenance of St Edward’s Church. 

Annual Christmas Draw
Thank you to all who gave such a lovely variety of gifts for the draw, all won by local people (list of winners available). 
Thanks to all who sold the tickets. The sum raised was £500.00 for church funds.

December Coffee Morning
This was a very enjoyable festive event, well attended, lots of coffee and chat. Thank you to all who continue to support 
these get togethers. Winners of the competition were R Johnson, B Johnson, R Williams, M Brick and J Bevan. A profit 
of £350.00 was made.

Christmas Tree Festival
Lots of visitors, families and friends came along to a busy weekend of decorated trees, many with twinkling lights, 
providing a lovely atmosphere ready for Christmas. We appreciate all who brought along trees and skilfully arranged 
many hand-crafted items. Thank you to all for the lovely arrangements on the windows and to the volunteers who helped 
and cleaned the church for the celebrations.

From the Registers
15th November – The funeral service for Lilian Bright, who passed away on 22nd October, aged 99 years. Rev. Rachael 
Storer conducted the service. The organist was George Baker for the hymns chosen: “O Lord my God” and “Guide me, O 
Thou Great Redeemer”. Lilian had been a life-long member of St Edward’s. We will always remember the huge contribution 
she and her late husband Eric made to the church and our community.
25th November – Rev. Rachael Storer conducted the funeral service for Philip Ash, who passed away on 6th November, 
aged 82 years. The hymns chosen for the service were “Guide me, O Thou Great Redeemer” and “Abide with me”. Tributes 
and a poem were read by family members. Philip, a keen sportsman, will be missed by his family, friends and neighbours.
Our thoughts are with the families of Lilian and Philip and all recently bereaved. Remembering Carol and Sandra 
(Richards), mourning the loss of their much-loved Dad, the funeral of Dennis Richards took place on 18th December in 
the Norton Street Baptist Chapel.

Family News
We remember in our prayers all who are unwell at this time, at home and in hospital. It is good to see Derrick Price is now home 
after a stay in Hereford Hospital. Our thanks to Brian Paul for taking over necessary church hall duties in Derrick’s absence.
Illuminating the parish church over Christmas is always a joy to the community and visitors. Our thanks to Mike Conway. 
It is much appreciated by so many.
Congratulations to Robert and Linda Johnson on the birth of a baby grandson, born to Adele and Jack, earlier than expected.

Colin Phillips, Late of Millfield, Knighton
Doe, Louise and Alex send sincere thanks for the kindness and sympathy shown to them on their bereavement, and 
attendance at the funeral and the donations received. These were divided between St Michael’s Hospice, Presteigne and 
Knighton District Nurses and St David’s Church Whitton.

Thank you also to Rhayader Male Voice Choir for turning out to send Colin on his final journey.
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Whitton WI
From the smiling faces, it is clear that we could not have 
been happier with our Christmas lunch at Beguildy’s 
Radnorshire Arms (see photo). It’s the only meeting in the 
year when you need to book.

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings, which are 
usually held on the fi rst Tuesday of the month at 7pm in 
Whitton Community Hall.

On 4th February Owen Griffk  yn, Th e Community Rail 
Offi  cer for the Heart of Wales Line, will be at our meeting.  
Local WI Members and also their partners and friends are 
very welcome to join us, if they are interested to hear what 
he has to say. 

On 4th March, our local and very interesting fl orist, 
Tanith Fox from the Flower Box in Knighton, will be 
speaking at our AGM. 

Tel. 01547 560350 if you are interested in knowing more.

Gladestry WI
Our November meeting was abandoned due to a heavy 
fall of snow- no, we didn’t have ‘build a snowman’ as the 
competition!

Several members met in December and welcomed Rev. 
Rachael who led us in the art of felting. I certainly ‘felt’ 
the needle in my fi ngers - my fault I hadn’t listened to 
Rachael’s instructions on how not to prick your fi nger! 
It was amazing how, with time and patience, a piece of 
fl eece could be moulded into a ‘body’ with ears, tail, jacket 
and scarf and become a mouse. Aft er many thanks to 
Rachael for her enthusiasm and instruction, we celebrated 
our 100th birthday (to the day) with a lovely cake made 
by Viv and Prosecco - other nibbles were available. Th e 
competition ‘Th e best created mouse’ was won by Marion, 
and Marlene won the draw.

We are all looking forward to our Christmas dinner at the 
Roast Ox when Santa’s Sack will be passed around and 
surprise presents unwrapped.

Gladestry WI Christmas Dinner
Members and friends gathered in the warm and beautifully 
decorated restaurant at Th e Roast Ox, in Painscastle for 
our Christmas dinner. An evening of delicious food, fun 
and friendship was shared by all. Crackers were pulled, 
hats worn and jokes shared. Th e Secret Santa sack was 
passed around with much excitement and anticipation as 
presents were unwrapped to ‘oohs and aahs’. Towards the 
end of the evening prizes were presented to the winners 
of the monthly competitions. Marlene, Viv and Liz had 
scored most points and were delighted with their prizes. 
Th anks to Chris and Joan for organising the competitions.

Marlene thanked all her committee and members for their 
support during the year and to the staff  of the Roast Ox 
for their superb food and service.

Th is was our last WI gathering of 2024 - we now look 
towards 2025.

Happy and Healthy New Year to everyone!

Stowe & Stanage WI
Our December meeting was our opportunity to ‘do 
Christmas lunch’ at the Radnorshire Arms in Beguildy, 
and to all come together to celebrate the festive season.  
Th e food was delicious, the company delightful and the 
quizzes organised by Shauna were such fun. A big thank 
you to all the lovely staff  who looked aft er us and served 
us so well. 

In early December we joined in with the St. Edwards 
Christmas Tree event, and our very unusual Christmas 
Tree was highly commented on by those who took the 
opportunity to visit the lovely occasion.  

Th e January meeting was a very enjoyable and informal 
meeting, we had our usual committee meeting, and then 
shared food, tried to guess whose ‘baby photo’ belonged 
to whom, and then swapped ‘not needed’ Christmas gift s. 

If you would like to know more about our very supportive, 
friendly and welcoming Women’s Institute, and for 
information on our future meetings, please contact the 
secretary Annie England at sswisecretary24@gmail.com or 
call 07570 258511. Welsh Words

mis Chwefror – February 

gŵyl Sanff raid –  St Bride’s Day (1st February)

gŵyl Fair y Canhwyllau – the feast of Mary of the 
Candles (Candlemas, the feast of the Purifi cation of the 
Virgin Mary, 2nd February)

rhos yr eira – snowdrop (rose of the snow)

Organising an Event?
Spread the word with Th e Radnor.

Contact the editor for inclusion of your poster.
radnoreditor@outlook.com



February 2025 19

Christmas Dinner and Competition Prize Winners

Whitton WI Gladestry WI

Needle felting with Rev. Rachael

Stowe & Stanage WI
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Gladestry 
Remembers

A box of 10 poppies was laid by Dee from 
Gladestry WI in remembrance of the men 
from our area who gave their lives in two 
World Wars.

Pop In Café
Pop In celebrates with the Holy Joes!

Post Christmas Lunch

Duck Race
Th e annual Radnor 
Valley Football duck 
race took place on a 
glorious sunny but cold 
Boxing Day. 
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Pop In Café
We really knew Christmas was on its way at our Pop In get together when we welcomed the Holy Joes! Eight wonderful 
singers led us in a brilliant morning of carols and popular Christmas songs. Our regular PopInner, Pat, was on the keyboard 
and Roger, who has entertained us previously, played his guitar. Feet were tapping and hands clapping as we either sang 
along or listened to the singers. The morning drew to a close with refreshments and lively chatter. Thank you Holy Joes - 
look forward to seeing you again in 2025!

The following Monday at Pop In Café we were entertained by the children from Gladestry Primary School. Their 
Christmas performance was truly inspiring! It’s amazing how such a small school can produce such talent. Confidence 
poured from the young performers - well done all of you! The staff were also applauded for their dedication and hard work 
to our wonderful Primary School. Happy New Year to all at Gladestry School!

Nineteen Pop Inners met for their annual post Christmas lunch- a week later than usual due to snow and ice the 
previous Monday. The table groaned with an amazing array of delicious bring and share food. Strange how there were no 
duplicates of culinarily delights. It was so lovely to get together for a catch-up, the first time after Christmas. Surprising 
what can happen in a small village in a short time. We celebrated the birthday of one of our regular Pop Inners with cake 
and a resounding rendering of ‘Happy Birthday’.

Our lunch drew to a close with a draw - the winners thrilled with their prizes. Then it was all hands to the pump as our 
lovely group pulled together to wash up and tidy away. A great time was had by all!

Pop In is held every Monday morning 10.30am-11.30am for coffee, biscuits and neighbourly natter. 

Why don’t you come along too?

Marlene Evans

Can you help?
Please be aware that, due to rising costs, the March Edition may be delayed or even rolled into the April Edition to allow 
time for ongoing discussions and possible changes around the way The Radnor is produced.

One way to keep costs down is to reduce the number of coloured pages. Until we get back on our feet again, the editor 
requests that contributors send no more than four photos with their reports. If you send more than four the editor will 
select the most appropriate or publish some in black and white. Thank you for your understanding.

Are you interested in helping with the running of The Radnor? Do you have good publishing software skills? We also 
need a dedicated advertising manager. If you could spend some time volunteering to keep our magazine going, please 
contact Rosemary Hanna radnoreditor@outlook.com in the first instance.

Thank you to all our readers, advertisers and contributors for your patience and ongoing support. 

Felindre Short Mat Bowls
Felindre Short Mat Bowls Group 
hosted an open evening on 6th 
December at Felindre Village Hall. 
There was a great turn out with 10 
teams taking part in a knock out 
competition. In second place were 
Mark Fletcher and Stuart Greaves 
and the winners were Jenny 
Barrett & Edward Harris. The 
short mat bowls group meet on a 
Friday evening at Felindre Village 
Hall and would love to hear from 
anyone who wishes to join the 
group - felindrevh@gmail.com Runners up Mark Fletcher & Stuart Greaves Winners Jenny Barrett & Edward Harris
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Freelance 
Computer Engineer

Help and advice for Computers, 
Laptops, iPad, printers and Apple 
Mac, Internet Broadband troubles, 

Virus and Health Checks

Jeff Murkin
01544 231 528

Ex BBC with 18 years experience

Your Local Computer Engineer
(No call out fee)

Let’s get it done!

William Warbrick
Woodworker and Cabinetmaker

I have worked on everything,
from simple odd jobs to complex bespoke furniture.

- Shelving - Cabinetry - Kitchen fi tting - Tables
- Wardrobes - Repairs and Restoration

Free quotations provided - No job too small
25 years experience - Highly recommended

williamwarbrick@hotmail.com    07901 741836

Looking After Local Woodlands
To take part, please get in touch with 

Knighton Community 
Woodland Group 
We are a friendly group 

and welcome all. 
No set commitment of hours is 
needed. Join the group in the 

woods or help from home. 

07814 788914 woodland@tveg.org.uk

Get your 25% discount voucher exclusive to The Radnor readers.
Simply visit www.penoffa.farm/pawpaddock

book your time and enter RAD25 at the checkout
(Discount voucher valid until the end of August)

If you’re looking for a

House Cleaner
help with shopping 

errands and general help 
around the home

Please call Beth on 
07815 606 301
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WHITTON
COMMUNITY HALL

FOR PARTIES, DINNERS,
AND FUNCTIONS

ALSO 30’ BY 20’ MARQUEE
FOR HIRE

PLEASE CONTACT
GILL POWELL FOR DETAILS

TEL: 01547 560 367

Looking for a venue to rent?

Then why not use
ST EDWARD’S
CHURCH HALL

Hire the hall for your coffee 
mornings, children’s parties, 

jumble or table sales, etc
Bookings:

Jean Price 01547 528260

Qualifi ed Dog Trainer
Are you looking for help with your dog?

Advice on recall or walking nicely on the lead?

I am a qualifi ed, accredited dog trainer,
now available in the local area!

• One-To-One help
• Group classes

• Scentwork

• Trick training
• Life skills

• New puppy help

07472 701887 or 
Jen@BeBrilliantDogs.co.uk 
www.BeBrilliantDogs.co.uk
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Teme Valley 
Gardeners’ Club

The December meeting consisted of 
a pleasant festive lunch for members 
and spouses, enjoyed in Knighton.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
Knucklas Community Centre on 
February 10th at 2pm. The subject 
will be: ‘Shade Loving Plants’. 

Visitors are always welcome to this 
friendly group.

Robert Forbath

New Radnor Children’s Playground

Club 100 Winners!
December 2024 

1st: S.Hamer 
2nd: Ken and Jo Williams 

3rd: Caroline and Jamie Martin

January 2025 
1st: Any Cox and Anna Milsom 

2nd: Joel Weekes 
3rd: Doug Nicholas

Norton Hub  
100 Club Winners

December Draw
Prizes for December are double

1st  £80: 17, Margaret & Brian Lloyd
2nd  £50: 6, Georgina Pearson-Gee

3rd  £30: 42, Lucy Wilding

January Draw
1st  £40: 45, Richard Wilding
2nd  £25: 20, Jane Hutchinson 

3rd  £15: 72, Daniel Price

Flicks Spring Season 2025  
Knighton Comm

Films start at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated 
Bar open from 7pm. Hot drinks available. Tickets £6 on the door 
Step free access and subtitles on all our films.

31st Jan - Back To Black (15)
Starring: Marisa Abela, Eddie Morson, Lesley 
Monville 122 mins

A celebration of the iconic - and much missed 
- home-grown star of the 21st century, Back 
To Black tells the extraordinary tale of Amy 
Winehouse. Painting a vivid, vibrant picture 
of the Camden streets she called home and 
capturing the struggles of global fame, Back 
To Black honours Amy’s artistry, wit, and 
honesty, as well as trying to understand her 
demons. An unflinching look at the modern 
celebrity machine and a powerful tribute to 
a once-in-a-generation talent.

14th Feb - Fly Me To The Moon (12A)
Starring: Scarlett Johansson, Channing 
Tatum, Woody Harrelson 132 mins

A sharp, stylish romantic comedy set against 
the high-stakes backdrop of NASA’s historic 
Apollo 11 moon landing. Brought in to 
fix NASA’s public image, sparks fly in all 
directions as marketing maven Kelly Jones 
wreaks havoc on launch director Cole Davis’s 
already difficult task. When the White 
House deems the mission too important to 
fail, the countdown truly begins.

28th Feb - How To Make Millions 
Before Grandma Dies (12a)
Dir: Pot Boonnitipot / Thailand / 2024 / 1.26 
mins / Subtitled

A Thai box office sensation, Pat Boonnitipat’s 
irresistible debut is a proven tearjerker. When 
his grandmother Amah (Usha Seamkhum) 
is diagnosed with terminal cancer, young 
slacker M (Putthipong Assaratanakul) moves 
in to care for her. His newfound devotion 
seems altruistic, but it’s her multi-million-
dollar fortune he’s really after. Unfortunately, 
it turns out it’s harder to win his shrewd 
grandmother’s favour than he thought - plus, 
he’s only one in a number of interested parties.
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Thursday 20th February
Thursday 20th March 

Thursday 17th April
7.30pm start

£5 entry includes light refreshments

Flowers for Fun
Maybe you would like to know how to arrange flowers? 
Join our friendly group to see what we do! 

Find us at Whitton Community Hall  
on Thursdays from 12 - 2pm. 

Come for a coffee and a 
chat - all welcome - £5 per 
session but first visit free! 

Phone Ann, our secretary 
for further information on  
01544 340 453

The Everest Hall, Llanfairwaterdine, LD7 1TU  
are proud to be continuing our new season of films.

Saturday 15th February  “The Ministry of  
 Ungentlemanly Warfare” 

Saturday 15th March “Hidden” 

(Please note these films are subject to change) 

Doors open at 7.00pm
Tickets £5/ concessionary price for children.

Refreshments are on sale prior to the film and also 
during the interval. We look forward to seeing you there.

What’s on in the East Radnor Ministry Area?
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Glen Y Nant  
Holiday Home
A cozy 5 berth static  

caravan Nr New Radnor.

Set in its own garden with  
a dog paddock.

Free access to Ty Nant Dog 
Walking Meadow & Bird Hide

Call Stephen on 07531 051594 
tynantdogwalk@gmail.com

Ty Nant Dog 
Walking Meadow
Enjoy walking your dog 

alone in a pretty meadow 
with a brook. Relax and 

watch birds from a hide or 
see red kites being fed.

New Radnor. See Google-Maps 
for reviews & photos.

Call Stephen on 07531 051594 
tynantdogwalk@gmail.com

Not suitable for escape artists
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Knighton Library 
Opening Times

Monday  Closed
Tuesday  10.30am - 1pm & 2 - 5pm 

Wednesday  Closed
Th ursday 10.30am - 1pm and 2 - 6pm 

Friday 8am - 12.30pm

Lego Club
4th Sat of the month - 10.30am - 12.30pm

Computers with free internet access 
(please pre-book before arrival)

Free Wi-Fi Printing

01547 528778        knighton.library@powys.gov.uk
Knighton Library and Community Hub, 

Bowling Green, Knighton, Powys, LD7 1DR

Book and 
Jigsaw Swap

Th ere is a book and jigsaw swap 
at Walton Hall on the second 
Wednesday of every month, from 
10.00am to 1.00pm. 

Come and have a cup of tea, a slice 
of cake and a friendly chat with us.

Llangunllo Community Events
Singing Group at the Village Hall
1st Wednesday of the Month. Between 7.30 and 9pm. 
All welcome

Table Tennis at the Village Hall
Every Th ursday, between 5 and 6.30pm. £2. All welcome 

Please see our Llangunllo Village Website:
www.llangunllo.co.uk

Knighton Thursday 
Drop-in Eatery

A drop-in lunch of soup, sandwich 
and cake is available between 
midday and 1.30pm each Th ursday 
at the Knighton Community 
Centre. Home delivery is available 
for local residents who cannot join 
us. Th e service is donation led.

Hear to Help “Drop Off” 
Hearing Aid Clinic

Knighton Community Centre
3rd Tuesday of the month, 10am - 12 noon

For more information: Rachael Beech  
07552 165 800 or rachael.beech@rnid.org.uk

Presteigne
4th Wednesday of the month, 1pm - 3pm

Knighton & District Lunch Club 
(A not for profi t organisation) 

At Knighton Methodist Church  
A friendly social gathering each 

Monday 12pm - 1.30pm 
2 x course freshly cooked lunch 

plus tea/coffee £5 
Over 50? 

Spaces now available for anyone 
looking for company and good food. 

The club is run with a loyal group of 
volunteers and is always looking for anyone with a 
spare few hours to join the group on a rota system 

for kitchen or service help.

Interested? 
Message on Facebook or tel: 528 125 

Citizens Advice available via the Knighton Community Centre
For anyone in the Knighton area who needs help or advice from the Powys CAB, the Community 

Centre in Knighton are off ering a video link appointment with a CAB adviser every Tuesday 
between 10 am and 1 pm.

At the Community Centre they off er a private room, computer access and help with 
starting the interview. All interviews are by appointment only. To make an appointment 
either phone the Community Centre on 01547 428 088 or drop in on Tuesday or 

Th ursday mornings or message the Comm’s Facebook page.

You can also self-refer to the CAB contact line 0345 6018421.

For anyone in the Knighton area who needs help or advice from the Powys CAB, the Community 
Centre in Knighton are off ering a video link appointment with a CAB adviser every Tuesday 

You can also self-refer to the CAB contact line 

The Radnorshire 
Bridge Club

Th ursdays at 6.45pm at Whitton 
Old School Community Centre 
(LD7 1NP). 

New players are very welcome. 

Kay Taylor - kay.tony@me.com  
Jane Stirling - jane@janestirling.co.uk



28 The Radnor

Show Time! 
Community Concert full 

of Camaraderie and Energy! 
Audiences packed Llangunllo Village Hall for three evenings on the 
14th, 15th and 16th November for the long-awaited “Time for another 
Do!” A team of dedicated performers and highly capable stage crew 
presented a show that provided much needed light entertainment relief 
at this cold, dark time of year. 

There were many stand out performers, skits, songs and sketches that will 
doubtlessly be fondly recalled in time to come and the evening blended 
the efforts of Llangunllo’s much- loved stalwarts with the impressive 
talents of relative newcomers to the area.

To anyone who hasn’t experienced a Llangunllo concert (the last one 
was nearly seven years ago), it’s no mean feat to bring together excellent 
music, comedy that (almost!) suits all ages and tastes, witty re imaginings 
of well-known songs and inventive drama, but that’s exactly what we 
were treated to. The evening opened with a gentle reminder of those 
much loved and missed ‘am dram’ volunteers who are sadly no longer 
with us and engaged us wholly for nearly three hours – not bad value 
for money!

Bravo, congratulations and a huge round of applause to musical director 
Katie Baker and every member of cast and crew that pulled out all the 
stops to bring us a right good ‘Do!’ 

Claire Northwood

Photos by Michael Brown 

Flora and Fauna
At the time of writing most gardens are 
covered in snow, quite picturesque for 
all photographers. Children are enjoying 
having a lot of fun making snowmen 
and games in the snow. But for some of 
us the novelty soon wears off, with low 
temperatures and ice. One thing we can 
look forward to and be certain of is that 
when the harsh weather ends we will see 
the early signs of spring and the joy of the 
first snowdrop and the days lengthening. 
The 2nd of February is called Candlemas 
in the Church Calendar, the day when we 
return our Nativity sets to a safe place ready 
for Christmas 2025. It is the day when all 
gardeners hope to pick the first snowdrop, 
one of the nations favourite flowers, 
which fills us with hope, lifting the spirits, 
especially a carpet of these growing wild or 
cultivated. The snowdrop is among many 
flowers dedicated to Mary, Mother of Jesus. 
Perhaps this stems from the association of 
white flowers with purity. A small bunch 
of snowdrops in a cut vase placed on a 
mirror makes an exquisite centre for the 
coffee table. The mirror allows you to see 
the dainty and intricate centre of these little 
garden treasures.

February 14th, Valentine’s Day, attracts 
much excitement in the flower world. St 
Valentine, one of the 3rd century Christian 
martyrs in Rome, is traditionally the 
saint of lovers. The custom of exchanging 
valentines can be traced to the English poet 
Geoffrey Chaucer. Hamlet’s Ophelia and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream also speak 
of valentines. For all involved in floristry, 
it is a busy time, a chance to show off their 
latest skills with beautiful flowers, mostly 
red. Rather like fashion designs, new ideas 
change every year. February is not one of the 
most popular months in the garden, but the 
promise of spring and planning for warmer 
days ahead can be rewarding, especially if 
seated in a comfortable chair. 

A happy and healthy New Year to all our 
readers.

Jean Price
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Cash bingo comes  
to The Comm!

£10 for 10 games plus Quickie.

FRIDAY 21st FEBRUARY 
FRIDAY 21ST MARCH 
SATURDAY 26TH APRIL
COME AND SUPPORT  
KNIGHTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Bar open
Doors open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm
www.knightoncomm.wales
Registered Charity No. 1167969

What’s on in the East Radnor Ministry Area?
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Welsh Hymns 4 – Builth  
Rhagluniaeth fawr y nef, 
  Mor rhyfedd yw 
Esboniad helaeth hon 
  O arfaeth Duw: 
Mae’n gwylio llwch y llawr, 
  Mae’n trefnu lluoedd nef, 
Cyflawna’r cwbwl oll 
  O’i gyngor ef.

Great providence of heaven-- 
What wonders shine 
In its profound display 
Of God’s design: 
It guards the dust of earth, 
Commands the hosts above, 
Fulfils the mighty plan 
Of his great love.

Llywodraeth faith y byd 
  Sydd yn ei llaw, 
Mae’n tynnu yma i lawr, 
  Yn codi draw: 
Trwy bob helyntoedd blin, 
  Terfysgoedd o bob rhyw, 
Dyrchafu’n gyson mae 
  Deyrnas ein Duw.

The kingdoms of this world 
Lie in its hand; 
See how they rise or fall 
At its command 
Through sorrow and distress, 
Tempestuous storms that rage, 
God’s kingdom yet endures 
From age to age.

Ei th’wyllwch dudew sydd 
  Yn olau gwir, 
Ei dryswch mwyaf, mae 
  Yn drefen glir; 
Hi ddaw â’i throeon maith 
  Yn fuan oll i ben, 
Bydd synnu wrth gofio’r rhain 
  Tu draw i’r llen.

Its darkness dense is but 
A radiant light; 
Its oft-perplexing ways 
Are ordered right. 
Soon all its winding paths 
Will end, and then the tale 
Of wonder shall be told 
Beyond the veil.

“Rhagluniaeth fawr y nef ”, sung to the tune Builth, is another very popular Welsh hymn. 

It was written by David Charles (1762-1834). He was born in Carmarthenshire into a comfortable family but his 
father lost all their money and he had to work. He was apprenticed to a flax-dresser and rope-maker in Carmarthen 
and afterwards spent three years at Bristol. He returned to Carmarthen when he married Sarah, the daughter of Samuel 
Levi Phillips, a Haverfordwest banker, and set himself up as a tradesman. He had 
long been involved with the Calvinistic Methodists and became an elder. 
He was among the first lay preachers who were ordained in 1811. The 
tune ‘Builth’ was composed by David Jenkins (1848-1915) Despite a 
humble background, in Trecastle, Brecknockshire he graduated in 
music from Aberystwyth and Cambridge and became a Professor 
at Aberystwyth University. 

The stirring words of the hymn are rooted in Calvinistic 
Methodism. Most of Wales developed a quite distinct 
type of Methodism, strongly influenced by Calvin’s beliefs 
in predestination (the doctrine that all events have been 
willed by God), usually with reference to the eventual fate 
of the individual soul and church government. Calvinistic 
Methodists formed the Presbyterian Church in Wales. English 
Methodists had different interpretations and structures. The 
hymn celebrates the ‘great providence of heaven’, God’s hand 
in shaping world affairs and the reasons will be discerned, at 
first faintly ‘Tu draw i’r llen’ through the veil. 

An arrangement of the hymn by Jeff Howard can be watched 
on YouTube conducting many Montgomeryshire community 
choirs at the 2015 Montgomershire National Eisteddfod. Jeff 
himself conducts and you may recognise some of the singers. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kEwtasY02c

Further reading: Dictionary of Welsh Biography, the 
Welldigger website.

Ruth Forrester
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Radnor Physiotherapy
Hermione Evans 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
HPC registered

Arthritis
Back and Neck pain

Post surgical rehabilitation
Sports injuries

Stress, Work related injury

www.radnorphysiotherapy.co.uk
Tel: 01544 350 691

Mob: 07855 237790
All consultations fully Covid compliant consultations

Jennifer Hodge D.O.
Established in New Radnor since 1991

Working mainly in cranial osteopathy
Very gentle & suitable for all ages
Home visits available.

The Old Rectory
New Radnor
Powys
LD8 2SP 

Phone 01544 350241
Mobile 07734 573105

Border Osteopaths
(Formerly Kington Osteopaths)

Richard Mann B.Sc (Hons)Bsc. (Ost)
Diana Mann B.Sc (Ost)

9 The Square, Kington, HR5 3BA
enquiries@borderosteopaths.com

01544 239 210

Treatment of muscle-skeletal condition  
from head to toe.

Call or visit our web site for more information 
borderosteopaths.com

Community
Support

01547 520 653
Transport Service for Knighton and District  

to Hospitals & Medical appointments,  
Prescription Delivery, Shopping Delivery, 

Bookings for Covid-19 vaccinations.

Town Connection, Furniture Recycling

Office: 21 Broad Street Knighton 
9am-2pm

East Radnorshire Care is the new name 
encompassing all services previously provided by 
the East Radnorshire Day Centre.
We are working towards becoming a community 
care hub and to provide new and exciting services.
A new drop in coffee & cake morning will take 
place every Monday, 10am-12noon.
Meals on Wheels are still being delivered daily and 
Home Support can help with any practical support.
For more information contact –
01544 260 267 / 01544 260 360
admin@eastradnor.care
Registerd Charity No. 1088491

STORM STORM 
SSATELLITEATELLITE
AND AND DIGITALDIGITAL

ROBERT .I WATKINS 
SKY/FREESAT/FREEVIEW

VAT REGISTRATION 350 050452 
Stormsat@icloud.com 
TEL. 01547 528 166 

MOBILE. 07833 367 891
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Robin Vincent
Timber framing and Joinery

Hand crafted traditional and 
contemporary timberwork

Free consultation and estimate

07947 844 462

rob@rvbespoke.com  
www.rvbespoke.com

Local, Competitive, Quality

• Lime Plastering

• Lime Pointing

• Timber Repairs

• Stone Masonry

Tel: 07772 917 339 
Tom@jonesandfraser.com

www.jonesandfraser.com
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What’s on in the East Radnor Ministry Area?

13 February
11 March
8 April

Knighton and District 
Concert Society

Sunday 23rd February at 3.00pm
in St Edward’s Church Hall, Knighton LD7 1AG

Clun Valley Music Trio
Luba Tunnicliff e (Viola) & Richard Tunnicliff e (cello) 

With pianist
Clun Valley Music is based in Clun, centering on St George’s 

Church. We are lucky enough to have Luba and Richard 
come to perform here in Knighton for us.

Mozart Piano Trio in B fl at, 
K502 Rebecca Clarke Piano Trio (1921)

Schumann Piano Trio in F, Op.80
Visit their website: www.clunvalleymusic.co.uk

Tickets at the door. 
Adults £15.00   
Students & Children £2.00

For further information contact: 
Peter and Becky Sherman 
01547 530530
squirefm@gmail.com 
www.knightonconcerts.co.uk

Music in New Radnor
Saturday 8th February, 7.30pm

Music for Flute and Harp  
Isabelle Harris, fl ute; Emily Harris, harp.

In a change from our advertised concert we 
present an evening with two young welsh 

musicians who fi rst met as undergraduates at the 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.  

Since graduation in 2020, both are developing 
diverse careers ranging in solo and ensemble 

performance, as well as private teaching practice.  
Both have appeared with several prestigious 

orchestras, including London Symphony Orchestra, 
Orchestra of the Swan and the CBSO.

(NB: BYOB – no bar this time).
New Radnor Community Hall, 

Hall Lane, New Radnor, Powys, LD8 2SW 
Pre-booking preferred. Tickets £15 / £3 
from 01544 350 746 or 07493 940 683 

Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30 start
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GB Carpentry
Doors, flooring, kitchens, 

carpentry repairs, etc

No job too small

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Gary 
mobile tel – 07970 930 454

email – g,blythe@me.com

Glyn Griffiths
Doors - Windows

Kitchens - Wardrobes
Staircases - Floors

Roof Work
Buildings Repairs

Maintenance
Carpentry
Joinery & Building

Tel: 01547 520037
07966 521280

General Carpentry
and

Maintenance
also

Restoration & Repair Work
No job too small

Please phone Darren
Tel: 01544 350602 or
Mob: 07929 824560

Your local electrician
THE HOME SERVICE
ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS
INSPECTIONS & TESTING

PART P REGISTERED CONTRACTOR
Inspections & testing, mains upgrades, 
rewires, landlord inspections, new installations.

All types of electrical works carried out. 
Please call for a free quote.

Dale Fox, New Radnor, LD8 2TH 
01544 350 458  |  07791 561 788 
dalefox444@googlemail.com

A.V. Morris 
Decorating Ltd

Tre-Maen
Harpton

Walton
Presteigne

Powys
LD8 2RE

Tel: 01544 350 280
Company No. 4596020

Email: avlmorris@freeuk.com

K & J DAVIES
GAS SERVICES

OIL, NATURAL GAS AND LPG BOILERS 
AND APPLIANCES 

SERVICED AND INSTALLED

RADIATORS AND HEATING INSTALLATIONS 
AND SMALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN

01547 528642 
07887 768845
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Women’s Hour
The Women’s Hour project commenced as a pilot scheme in September 2023, fast forward 15 months, and due to its 
popularity and success it is now a permanent feature within the Tuesday Cafe Drop-in. 

The project is available Tuesdays from 11-12pm weekly, FREE at point of access and offers an eclectic mix of guest 
speakers, opportunities for attendees to learn new skills and knowledge, have fun and make meaningful friendships. 
Monthly evening sessions are currently being trialled as a pilot scheme.

Session Schedule (Subject to Change)

Unless stated all sessions start at 11am and will last for ‘around’ 50 minutes. We need to be away from the room for 
12.05pm. The Cafe opens at 10am, currently refreshments are at subsidized prices. 

4th February Rebecca Jones from National Energy Action will be offering a talk on energy advice please note this  
 meeting will be an open meeting and men will be welcome 

11th February Cuppa & a Catch Up 

18th February  Rebecca Morris is offering the Women’s Hour members an opportunity to go on a local walk, please  
 meet outside the Comm at 10.50am

25th February  Linda porter is back for a second time with her author’s hat on! This time she will be talking to us about  
 her second book she has had published ‘Under the Hat’ 

Evening Session  - 6pm door opens, session starts sharp at 6.30pm.  
Please access the Reynolds Room through the Community Centre Garden 

26th February  Amanda Price is a regular to the Wellbeing Festival, she is offering our Women’s Eve a Sound Bath  
 experience, this can be accessed seated, but if you would prefer please bring a yoga mat and a blanket so  
 you can lie on the floor.  

If you would like to hear more about the project then please contact Annie England at volunteercoordinator@knightoncomm.
wales, or come and experience a session for yourself.  The Women’s Hour has an active Facebook group,  where details of 
sessions etc are regularly available.  For details of our exciting 2025 programme please contact our secretary Isabel Morris 
on 01547 550 689.

Can You Help?
East Radnor Ministry Area 

Volunteers Needed
The East Radnor Ministry Area is now up and 

running but there are still some essential people 
needed to ensure that it will run smoothly.

We need a Ministry Area Treasurer, Secretary, 
Warden and more members of the Ministry Area 
Council to fill roles on various sub committees.

If you would like to know more about what is 
involved, please contact Rev’d Rachael Storer

KNIGHTON &  
PRESTEIGNE LEG CLUB 

Worried about your legs?

Swollen Legs - Skin Tears - Eczema 
Ulcers - Varicose Veins

Reynolds Room,  
Knighton Community Centre 
Every Thursday 9.30 – 11.30

Run by District Nurses 
No Appointment Needed

01547 521 270 / 07773 226 496
Come and meet the team have a chat and a drink
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Crafting Companions at Felindre
Craft ing Companions (funded by Th e National Lottery Community Fund) hosted two craft  sessions in Felindre during 
December. Th e fi rst session was a day of willow wreath making, which went ahead despite a 3-day power cut in Felindre 
(thank you to Bono Barrett and his generator!). Dressing warmly, the day was attended by all ages and everyone went 
home with their decorated willow wreath. Th e second session was an evening dedicated to making Christmas decorations. 
Activities included Christmas table decorations, festive bunting, felted tree decorations, painted baubles, wire stars and 
hearts and more willow wreath making for those that couldn’t make the fi rst session.

Pictured Left  to Right:
1. Christmas Wreath
2. Wendy Lambourne 
and Jen Bright making 
Christmas table 
decorations.
3. Moira Hurley and 
Yvonne Th omas with 
their festive winter 
bunting.

Christmas at Evancoyd
Th e month leading up to Christmas is fi lled with the anticipation of joy, and yet the busyness of December means that it 
is daunting trying to fi t all the occasions into our schedule and to join in every event on off er.  We are always so glad that 
we make the eff ort or journey because these special events lift  our spirits and actually give us renewed energy.  

Our Christmas celebrations started with a fun fi lled, glitter sprinkled, colourful craft  session at the Village Hall, where 
making all things Christmassy took place.  Th anks go to Alison Rogers and Rachael for organising this event for the local 
community. 

Father Christmas himself came to visit the children, he even had time 
to chat with the adults too! 

Our Crib Service was a lovely event where we dressed the crib with 
nativity fi gures and sang the traditional carols, young Noah made us 
smile when he placed his toy crocodile on the roof of the crib to join the 
Angel Gabriel!  Aft er the service we indulged in delicious refreshments 
including Olwen’s Welsh cakes.  

Later in the month, Heather conducted a lovely service of 9 Lessons 
and Carols, she explained that this popular festival service was fi rst 
held on Christmas Eve in 1918. Th e Dean of King’s College Chapel 
in Cambridge, Eric Milner-White was concerned that aft er the terrible 
eff ect and shock of the Great War, people needed an uplift ing service 
and he adopted an arrangement originally compiled by Edward White 
Benson from Truro Cathedral in 1880. Our own Evenjobb service was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and there was sherry, Olwen’s mince 
pies and hot spiced drink aft erwards. 

Th en, closer to Christmas, it was time for our carol singing around 
the village, which raised £263 for Th e Bracken Trust and we thank 
everyone who came and sang and donated and provided refreshments 
and delicious soup. For us this is an important build up to a highlight 
of the Christian year, the celebration of the birth of Christ, and our 
Christmas Eve service takes us into the most special day, Christmas 
Day, when we can declare that Jesus Christ is born this happy morning! 

Joanna Winstone
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Llangunllo WI Visit The Judges Lodgings for Christmas

New Year’s Eve at The Greyhound
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Llangunllo WI Visit The Judges Lodgings for Christmas
On December 16th Llangunllo WI kick started their Christmas celebrations with an excellent lunch at Rose Cottage 
Café in Presteigne. The food was delicious and the staff made us very welcome. Following the meal we walked down 
to The Judges Lodgings to meet up with other members who joined in for the tour, which was very interesting. Gabby 
Rivers, our tour guide, gave us a fascinating insight into the history and restoration of the 1870s lodgings. We heard how 
the court functioned, and what the role and life of the visiting judges and staff would have been like. 

Gabby talked about the history of the building and the detailed work undertaken to maintain its authenticity and history 
during the restoration, and continued upkeep. Many of us were completely unaware of the extensive involvement of some 
of our own community who live in Llangunllo, which certainly added another very interesting aspect to the tour. We were 
all struck by how dark the rooms were, and in particular how difficult it must have been working in the kitchen with just 
the flickering gas light, the contrast of living above and below stairs was quite stark. 

The damp prison cells were also a reminder of the purpose of the building, along with some stories of those who 
unfortunately found themselves in the dock, like William Morgan and Mary Morgan, thought to be the last woman to be 
hung in Wales, along with the number of escapes from Presteigne gaol. 

The visit was rounded off with mulled wine and warm mince pies in front of a roaring fire and a traditionally decorated 
Christmas tree where we all exchanged Christmas cards and Secret Santa presents. 

We thanked all the staff for making our visit so interesting, and agreed it had been a lovely way to spend an afternoon, and 
as our next years programme card was distributed, we look forward to what 2025 will bring. Wishing everyone health and 
happiness for 2025. 

For details of our exciting 2025 programme please contact our secretary Isabel Morris on 01547 550 689.

What’s Occurrin’? 
What’s Occurrin’? The 31st of December, that’s what… which meant it was time to welcome in New Year 2025, with fancy 
dress fun and plenty of live music at The Greyhound Inn, Llangunllo. Local musicians played and sang a wide range of 
songs, helping to provide a happy atmosphere, and a much-enjoyed, tasty buffet was provided by The Greyhound. This 
year’s fancy dress theme was ‘TV Sitcoms’, with quite a selection of different characters turning up, ready to party past the 
midnight hour  

Amongst the revellers were was almost a complete holiday camp full of Hi-De-Hi yellow coats … Ho-De-Ho! Two sets 
of A-a-arkwright & Nurse Gladys Emmanuel’s from Open All Hours; Ab-Fab’s Sweetie Darlings, Patsy & Edina; Blakey 
... “I’ll get you, Butler!” from On The Buses, two Barbara Good’s from The Good Life, Queenie from Black Adder, Foggy 
from Last Of The Summer Wine, Lily Munster, minus Herman; an escaped Porridge inmate, Calamity Jane, Only Fools & 
Horses, Batman & Robin and Grandad... Lovely Jubbly; No, no, no... yes! Geraldine Grainger, from The Vicar of Dibley 
and all served, from behind the bar by Nessa from Gavin and Stacey... Tidy!  

Debbie Jones 

Photos by Debbie Jones, Amy Jones & Lawrie Stephens

Chinese New Year Celebration in Knighton
Knighton Comm is hosting a special family event on Sunday 16th February to celebrate the Chinese New Year. At this 
free event visitors will be able to try their hand at a range of activities including Chinese calligraphy, painting and paper 
lantern making. Children can also dress up in Chinese costumes and there will be Chinese tea and snacks available.
The Lunar New Year in 2025 welcomes the Year of the Snake, according to the Chinese lunar calendar. Celebrated by 
millions around the world, this is a time for cultural traditions, family reunions, and hopes for good fortune in the coming 
year. In 2025, Lunar New Year falls on January 29th, kicking off the 16-day Spring Festival.
As we move from the energetic and dynamic Year of the Dragon, 2025 brings the Snake’s wise and intuitive energy. The 
Snake, symbolizing wisdom and transformation, offers opportunities for personal growth and change. Come and find out 
more about Chinese culture and traditions at this fun event.
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RADNOR & KINGTON
TAXIS

Friendly and reliable Local Taxi 
service covering Kington, Knighton, 

New Radnor, Presteigne and 
surrounding villages/areas.

Airport/Long Distance Service 
also available.

01547 560205 | 07812 898361

J & P TURNER
Quality Feed @ Affordable Prices

For the Farm, Horses, Pets
We supply everything from small bags 

to bulk. Delivery Available

Arrow Mills Garden Centre
Compost & bark | Vegetable and Garden plants
Trellis, stone, garden pots | Garden Accessories

Arrow Mills, Kington, HR5 3DU
01544 230536

sales@arrowmills.co.uk

POINT OF LAY PULLETS
Five Turnings Farm, 
Knighton LD7 1NF
Tel: 01547 520204
Email: mrlnprice@gmail.com

Beechwood Blue, Commercial
Brown, Rhode Rocks, Speckledy,
Sussex and Leghorns,
Blue & Green Egg Layers
Fancy Breeds:
Silkies, Pekins etc.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS
Ring PETE JONES

07971 252069 or 01588 638677

PROMPT / RELIABLE
SERVICE

Find us at Knighton Sat Market for
Vacuum REPAIRS/Bags/Belts/Filters

Cooker Bulbs/Elements/ Seals
Dryer Belts/Filters/Switches

Washer Bearings/Hoses/Pumps
COOKERS-WASHERS-DRYERS-

VACUUMS
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Prince & Pugh
Knighton

Woodburning & Multifuel, Gas and Oil fi red stove sales & installation
HETAS registered, Kitchen & Cookware shop, Ironmongers

Paint & Paint mixing, Electrical department, Gift ware 

Visit our Stove showroom, to see a wide range of 
Woodburning, Gas, Oil, and Electric stoves.
We offer a full HETAS registered installation service, 
call in and ask for advice or a free site visit.
Prince & Pugh has been serving the town of Knighton 
since the 1930s, and is probably Knighton’s best department store. 
We have a Café, Cookshop, Electricals, Ironmongery, Key cutting, 
Giftware, Paint mixing, and much much more…..

24 Broad St, Knighton, LD7 1BS
www.princeandpugh.co.uk        01547 528354

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

01588 640 099 
07899 961 920

gareth@inklinesltd.co.uk
www.inklinesltd.co.uk

HOME EXTENSIONS - CONVERSIONS NEW
HOMES - AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS

Knighton Motors
(Church Road)

Local family garage for 
over 20 years

MOTs, Service on modern and
vintage cars, vans, caravans,
motorbikes, even mowers/

Yard space for rent.
Fast, competitive and reliable

Door-to-door pickup arranged
Open daily Phone: 01547 520 415

Highbrook Farm
Holiday Cottages

Highbrook Cottage
White House Cottage
Forget-me-not Cottage

For a free brochure:
Olwen and Susan Kinsey Jones

Highbrook Farm
New Radnor, Powys LD8 2TG

Tel: 01544 350670
Mobile: 07977 519847

Email: Kinsey_9@hotmail.com
www.highbrookcottages.co.uk

Shepherds Hut glamping for 
two, nestled in the Radnorshire 
countryside, surrounded by the 

Radnor Forest and farm land.
01547 560 418/07800 889 945

cwmcottage@yahoo.com
Coscob, Powys, LDS 2NT

@cwmcottageSH          cwm_cottage_shepherds_hut@cwmcottageSH          cwm_cottage_shepherds_hut
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Martin Ingram
Motor Mechanic

25 years experience
Servicing - Maintenance - Repairs

Pre and Post MOT work
Experienced in all aspects of 

the motor trade

Gladestry 01544 370396
Mobile 07973958084

hillviewmotors77@gmail.com

01544 267240 / 07812 615675

• TYRES
• EXHAUSTS
• BATTERIES
• LASER 
   TRACKING

• MOTS CLASS 
   4 & 7
• SERVICING
• BRAKES
• BULBS/ 
   WIPERS

Agricultural • HGV • ATV 
Van • Cars

Batteries • Exhausts • Tracking 
Brakes • Services

On Site Agricultural Fitting
01547 529 933

Accounts@temetyreservices.co.uk
Teme Tyre Services, Knucklas Road, Knighton, LD7 1UP

Emergency Call Outs 07930 058 216

R & J GLAZING
Conservatories
Doors & windows
Fascias, gutters & repairs

Llandrindod Wells
01597 825494

Knighton
01547 529542

Free estimates       Fensa registered company

HWS
PEST CONTROL

Rats Hornets
Mice Ants
Wasps  Flies
Bees Fleas

Farm Contracts. Unbeatable Prices
Kington 01544 212509 Mob. 07818 034301

Member of the N.P.T.A.

A professional And friendly ACCOUNTANCY SERVICE
for individuals and small businesses.

• ACCOUNTS • TAX • VAT • PAYROLL
• BOOKKEEPING AND OTHER BUSINESS SERVICES
• EXPLAINED IN PLAIN SIMPLE ENGLISH

T 01544 350 214    M 07786 293 592   E elsa@elsajones.co.uk
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The Blizzard!
The night was cauld and stormy, 
   The gale was howling wild! 
Along the lanes you couldna go 
   When snow so high was piled!
The shepherd was in terror, 
   When gwain to see the flock! 
And in the ffilds he roamed afar, 
   By giar! Till twelve o’clock!
The snow was drifting orful, 
   And he was almost blind! 
Amid the drifts, so dredful ‘dip’, 
   Hees ‘ship’ he couldna find.
He had a goodish lantern, 
   But that un gave no light! 
‘Twas dredful from the path to roam, 
   Far from hees home that night!
He didna knaw the fences, 
   The road he couldna see! 
And as he tried to find hees farm, 
   In great alarm was he!
Hees ‘ship’ were surely buried, 
   Beneath some yards o’ snow! 
He had to leave them to their fate, 
   For straight for home he’d go.
Afore he found the homestead, 
   He had a ruffish fight; 
And tho’ at times quite close was he, 
   He couldna see the light!
Our friend was sorely troubled, 
   And almost in despair! 
For in the blizzard wild and strong, 
   Quite long he wandered there.
At last there was a glimmer, 
   Hees window came in sight; 
And you may guess how glad was he 
   To see its welcome light.

David Roberts Poem
Dated: 6 April 1916

Is it reassuring to read of familiar weather?  

This poem reminds me of the Vicar of 
Wolstaston, the Rev Donald Carr who, one 
Sunday afternoon in 1865, almost perished 
when returning from his other parish of 
Ratlinghope, over the Long Mynd! ‘A Night 
in the Snow’ is the book he wrote of his 
amazing survival.

It was republished in 1998 (He originally 
wrote it to raise funds for his Church.) His 
boots... are in the museum in Shrewsbury...

Knucklas Notes
Since the middle of November the weather has been in turns wet and 
stormy and fiercely cold, but it was mild and calm around Christmas 
Day. Comparatively little damage was done by the storms to local 
structures, but trees on the roads, including the all-important road 
to Knighton, caused problems at times. Through it all, however, 
although the local train-service was again disrupted, the bus-service 
did amazingly well for our village, dogs were faithfully walked and 
all the bins were emptied according to the revised festive schedule. 
And, during term-time, the school bus has continued to pick up and 
drop children at Glan Nant. All this despite the fact that Knucklas 
fails to qualify for the salting and gritting programme which applies 
to more major through-routes.

There was a brief power-outage in our area but of very short duration 
compared with 30 hours, and more, further up the Teme Valley. 
Local roads were under sheets of water at times but no houses in our 
area were flooded, so far as I know.

Because of the challenging weather a number of events around 
the New Year were cancelled or postponed, including church and 
chapel services. What did go ahead was a Baptist Chapel service for 
Christmas morning and the Sunday after, with participants from 
Knighton, and a pre-Christmas Carol service at Heyope Parish 
Church. For this well organised event, conducted by Rev’d John 
Hanna from Knighton, the nave of the church was filled to beyond 
capacity and was followed by a well appreciated social time, with 
attractive refreshments available. The Llanfair Choir came over and 
shared some of their musical talents during the service.  

The Castle Hill Community Land Project combined with the 
Community Centre Committee to mount a fine local arts and 
crafts display and sale, along with attractive refreshments in early 
December. In January, the Wassail took place but with reduced 
participation, due to the weather conditions. Another Burns Night 
is planned for late January. 

A New Year celebration, with refreshments, was held on the night of 
December 31st at the Community Centre.

Congratulations to Tom Smith of Mill Bungalow, Knucklas, who is 
now a very fit 90 years old.

There is much sorrow over the loss of Annie Deakins (adjoining 
Llangunllo Station) who has recently passed away. Her funeral is 
due to take place at Heyope Parish Church, as I write. With every 
sympathy to Gethin, Sean and all her family and friends. 

Robert Forbath
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Celtic Saint of the Month 
Brigid of Kildare - Ist February - died c. 523

I wonder if we realise that some of the festivals we celebrate in our churches 
date right back to pre-Christian times. This is particularly true of our 
agricultural festivals. Harvest is the most widely celebrated one, though 
it only became a church festival in the 19th century. In rural areas we ask 
for God’s blessing on the crops at Rogationtide in May, and some churches 
still celebrate Plough Sunday in January. In the first millennium, when our 
Celtic saints started to preach the Gospel and found churches and monastic 
communities throughout our islands and beyond, they looked for ways of 
connecting with local customs and long-held beliefs, turning them into 
Christian celebrations, just as we have done with harvest festivals. 

St Brigid’s Day and Candlemas on the following day are good examples of 
this. The agricultural festival at this time of year was called Imbolc. It is such 
an ancient word that it is difficult to get to its original meaning, though 
it seems to contain the word for belly or womb or alternatively to do with 
milk and lactation. It was explained as the time of celebrating the start of the 

lambing season, with the ewes in lamb and starting to lactate. There was also a goddess called Brigid who, among other 
things, was associated with healing, fire, fertility, domestic animals, the natural world and compassionate care, who may 
have been celebrated on this day too. 

It so happened that there was born to a Christian family in Leinster a girl who was called Brigid, who became a much 
beloved saint. St Brigid is honoured in Ireland as one of their three patron saints, the other two being Patrick and 
Columba, but we know very little about her. She came from a humble background, though her parents had been baptised 
by St Patrick and her sanctity was recognised at an early age. She founded the abbey at Kildare and was well known for 
her hospitality and charity towards all those in need. The Lives that were later written about her are full of stories of the 
miraculous provision of food, drink and healing and a perpetual fire was kept burning at the abbey until the Archbishop 
of Dublin extinguished it in the 12th century on the grounds of superstition. So celebrating St Brigid on 1st February was 
an excellent way of “Christianising” the ancient traditions which marked the first signs of spring and gradually turning 

people’s minds away from a goddess to honouring a 
Christian saint who had done so much to bring the 
love of God to the people of Leinster and beyond.

There are dozens of churches, chapels and holy wells 
dedicated to Brigid (Bríd in Irish, Brìde in Scottish 
Gaelic, Ffraid in Welsh) and also on the Continent 
on the pilgrimage routes to Rome. It is suggested that 
there were other Irish saints called Brigid, but they 
have all been subsumed into the famous Brigid of 
Kildare. Nearest to us we have Llansantffraid yn Elfael, 
above the road between Builth and New Radnor, and 
Llansantffraid Cwmdeuddwr near Rhayader.
Rosemary Hanna

St. Brigid by Kathleen Verschoyle (1892-1987)

Kildare Cathedral is built on the site of St Brigid’s double monastery
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Methodist Church Services

Baptist Church Services
February  
Sun 2nd ..... 11am .........Worship Service ................................Norton Street, Knighton 

6pm...........Sunday @ 6 Service ........................................ Knucklas Chapel 

Mon 3rd .... 7pm...........Prayer Space ........ Community Room, Norton St, Knighton 

Sun 9th ...... 11am .........Worship Service ................................Norton Street, Knighton 

Sun 16th .... 11am .........Worship Service ................................Norton Street, Knighton 
6pm...........Sunday @ 6 Service at .................................... Knucklas Chapel 

Sun 23rd .... 11am .........Worship Service ................................Norton Street, Knighton 

In addition to the above, our popular Toddler Group meets 10.00-11.30am each 
Thursday morning in the Community Room at our Knighton Chapel during school 
term times. We also have a network of Lifegroups meeting daytime and evenings 
during the week - please call our Pastor, Rev. Gareth Davidson. for details of times 
and venues on 01547 519 215. For details of other events and news, please see our 
Facebook page. 

Knighton  
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Service every Sunday  

at 11 am

Gravel  
Baptist Chapel 

9th February - 2.30 pm 
Pam Livingstone-Lawn

23rd March - 2.30 pm 
Richard Mansell

Further information from  
Keith Williams  
01597 851 122

St Mary’s Church,  
New Radnor, 

Services
Every 2nd Sunday, 10am,  
Morning prayer in church

Every 3rd Sunday, 4pm,  
Evening Praise in  

Community Centre

Every 4th Sunday, 10am,  
Holy Communion in Church

Please contact Reverend Rachael 
Storer for any queries about the 

services, thank you. The Rectory, 
School Lane, New Radnor. 
Telephone: 01544 350 760

New Radnor  
Baptist Chapel

23rd February - 3.00 pm  
Mrs Christine Gould

Further information from  
May Hardwick 01544 350 680. 

All very welcome

February
2nd ..... 11am ..... Stephen Dalton
9th ...... 11am ..... Kingsley Duah
16th .... 11am ..... Vivienne Thomas
23rd .... 11am ..... Rev Phil Summers ............Holy Communion

...are you late with your ‘Vicar’s Letter’ again, dear?
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2nd February

Malachi 3. 1-5
Psalm 24.  [1-6] 7-10

Hebrews 2. 14-18
Luke 2. 22-40

9th February

Isaiah 6. 1-8
Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15. 1-11
Luke 5. 1-11

16th February

Jeremiah 17. 5-10
Psalm 1

1 Corinthians 15. 12-20
Luke 6. 17-26

23rd February

Genesis 2. 4b-9, 15-25
Psalm 65

Revelation 4
Luke 8. 22-25

28th February

Sirach 6. 5-17
Psalm 119. 17-24

Mark 10. 1-12

2nd March

Exodus 34. 29-35
Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3.12 – 4.2
Luke 9. 28-36, [37-43]

Readings for 
February

Church/Community Hall Contacts
Evenjobb Village Hall ...........................................................Linda Ellams ................................01547 560 306...........................................................................................................................................................

Felindre Village Hall ................................................................Jayne Bright ...................................07498 424 292........................................................................................................................................................... 
.................................................................................................................................................Brian Thomas ............................07799 346 182...................................................................... felindrevh@gmail.com
Gladestry Village Hall ..........................................................Marlene Evans ..........................01544 370 646............................................ marlene.evans@hotmail.co.uk
Llangunllo Community Hall .................................Karen Edgar ..................................07811 172767 ................................communityhall@llangunllo.co.uk
Knighton Community Centre ............................Ceri Brown .....................................01547 428 088....................................................www.knightoncomm.wales/
Knucklas Community Centre ...............................................................................................................01547 529 007...............................www.knucklascommcentre.org.uk
New Radnor Community Centre .................Carlee Evans .................................01544 350 575...........................................................................................................................................................

St Ed’s Church Hall ....................................................................Jean Price ............................................01547 528 260...........................................................................................................................................................

Whitton Community Hall ..........................................Gill Powell .......................................01547 560 367...........................................................................................................................................................

Church Contacts
Methodist Minister:  

Rev Phil Summers 
07795 109 126  

philsum41@gmail.com

Baptist Minister:  
Rev Gareth Davidson 

01547 519 215 or 07795 087 363 
gareth16@tiscali.co.uk

Baptist Secretary:  
Mrs Sue Wilson 

01544 267 456 or 07866 833 294  
knightonbaptists@gmail.com 
www.knightonbaptists.org.uk

Knighton Roman Catholic Church 
Fr. Gerald Okechukwu Isiguzo 

07376 459 370

Grid References  
& Church Postcodes

Beguildy ..................SO 194797 ............LD7 1YE
Bleddfa ......................SO 206683 ............LD7 1PA
Heyope .....................SO 239745 ............LD7 1PY
Llangunllo ..........SO 211712 ............LD7 1SW
Knighton ..............SO 287724 ............LD7 1AG
Norton ......................SO 304672 ............LD8 2EY
Whitton .................SO 390673 ............LD7 1AG
Pilleth ..........................SO 256682 ............LD7 1NP
Cascob .......................SO 239664 ............LD8 2NT
N Radnor .............SO 210609 ............LD8 2SS
Gladestry ...............SO 230551 ............HR5 3NR
Colva .............................SO 199512 ............HR5 3RA
Evancoyd ...............SO 262639 ............LD8 2PA
Llan’l N M..........SO 180581 ............LD8 2TN

East Radnor 
Ministry Area Bible 

Study Group
The third Thursday  

of the month,  
10am-11.30am

Hosted by David & Heather Evans,  
Middle House, Beggars Bush 
A warm welcome awaits you
For further information please  
contact Rev Rachael Storer
rachaelstorer@cinw.org.uk 

01544 350 760

Diocesan Prayer
Our diocesan prayer, which 
captures our vision for Ministry 
Areas so well, says this:
Bless us as we gather in your name; 

Guide us as we grow into the likeness  
    of   your Son;

Lead us by your Spirit to go out and  
    make disciples of others.
Ministry areas are the structure we are 
using to journey together with God as 
a pilgrim people, turning that vision 
into reality.

from diocesan website
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2nd February – Candlemas (White)2nd February – Candlemas (White)
10am .......... St Michael’s, Llanfihangel Nant Melan ............ Morning Worship 
11am .......... St Peter’s, Evancoyd ............................................... Morning Worship 
11am .......... St Edward’s, Knighton .........................................Holy Communion 
2.30pm ...... St David’s, Colva .......................................................Evening Worship  
7.30pm ...... St Mary Magdalene, Bleddfa ..............................................Compline

9th February – 4th before Lent (Green)
9.30am ....... St David’s, Whitton .............................................. Holy Communion  
9.30am ....... St Mary’s, Gladestry .............................................. Morning Worship  
10am .......... St Mary’s, New Radnor ......................................... Morning Worship 
11am .......... St Peter’s, Evancoyd .............................................. Holy Communion 
11am .......... St Edward’s, Knighton .......................................... Morning Worship

16th February – 3rd before Lent (Green)
9.30am ....... St David’s, Whitton ............................................... Morning Worship 
11am .......... St Peter’s, Evancoyd ............................................... Morning Worship 
11am .......... St Edward’s, Knighton ......................................... Holy Communion 
4pm ............ New Radnor ............Informal Worship @ the Community Centre

23rd February – 2nd before Lent (Green)
9.30am ....... St Edward’s, Knighton .......................................... Morning Worship 
10am .......... St Mary’s, New Radnor ........................................Holy Communion 
3pm ............ St Mary’s, Gladestry .............................................Holy Communion

Friday 28th February – (Green)
7pm ............ St David’s Heyope ......................................................Evening Worship

2nd March – Celebrating St David (Green)
Ministry Area Services for St David’s Day

9.30am ....... St David’s, Whitton .............................................. Holy Communion 
2.30pm ...... St David’s, Colva .................................................... Holy Communion

East Radnor Ministry Area 
Service Rota February 2025 Please join us to  

Celebrate Saint David  
at Colva

Sunday 2nd March  
at 2.30pm

The Radnor Valley Band will  
accompany the singing.  

Everyone Welcome


